PREP:

office@pbparish.ca

(Intentions originally scheduled for
11 AM Sunday Masses will be rescheduled for a later date.)
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“Prepare the way of the Lord...”

(Mark 1:3)

We are all called to live a holy life. We are all called to invite others to live holy lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful
and generous with our gifts, puts us on the path to holiness and is
an example for others to be holy, too. We are responsible not only
for our own lives, but for the lives of others as well.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: sick & shut in; Norman Jansen, Debbie
Davis, Mary Deguara, David Thiele, Leandro Rodino Jr., Delorus Lee, Dawn Epaarachchi, Gracie Formby, Jim O’Brien,
Call 604.574.4363
Velma
Cronin,
Silvia Gallagher, Helen Gaska, Bernadette Leclair, Mabel
before visiting.
O’Donnell, Dario Dira, Carol Armstrong, Rejeanne Lajoie, George Blakey, Lily Gallant, Lucy Gallant, Carol LeBlanc, Corry Van Den Brand,
Roy Gregory, Jenna Faykosh, Artemio Abrogena, Sue Broerken, Christopher Lasell, Norah Aucoin, Norma MacInnes, Margaret Mccreadie, Andrea Haley, Brenda Curran, Fran & Maureen, Gary Hopper, Mary Hollman, Catharina Noble, Lori Beaulieu Smith, Angela Todo, Anna-Lisa Bailey, Rosa Santos,
Susan Harasyn McEvoy, Maximiliano O’Brien, Ney Antonio Villegas, Katherine, Berna Bradley, Polly Voon, Xenia Mallari, Carolyn, Peter Taillon, Ana
Defrias, Richard Jones, Barbara Taylor, Stan Begley, Ed & Eleanor Carrol, Ed Cosico, Joyce Krahnbel, Peter Scott, Gigi Swalehe & Dar Maddatu & all
sick & shut in of our parish & all in need of our prayers. May our Lord sustain, comfort & heal them through faith.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Last Sunday we began Advent with the call to be vigilant; today, the Second Sunday of this season
of preparation for Christmas, the liturgy indicates to us its proper content: it is a time to recognize the shortcomings in our life, to smooth out the roughness of pride and to make room for Jesus who comes.
The Prophet Isaiah addresses the people, proclaiming the end of the Exile in Babylon and the return to
Jerusalem. He prophesies: “A voice cries: ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord… Let every valley be
filled in”. The valleys to be lifted up represent all the shortcomings of our behaviour before God, all our sins of
omission. One shortcoming in our life could be the fact that we do not pray or that we pray little. Advent is
thus a favourable time to pray with greater intensity, to reserve to the spiritual life the important place it deserves. Another shortcoming could be a lack of charity for our neighbour, above all toward people most in
need of help, not only material, but also spiritual. We are called to be more attentive, closer, to the needs of
others. Like John the Baptist, in this way we can open the ways of hope in the desert of the barren hearts of many people.
“Every mountain and hill be laid low”, Isaiah again exhorts. The mountains and hills that must be made low are pride, arrogance,
insolence. Where there is pride, where there is insolence, where there is arrogance, the Lord cannot enter because that heart is full of
pride, of insolence, of arrogance. For this reason, we must allay this pride. We must take on attitudes of meekness and humility, without reproach, to listen, to speak with meekness and thus to prepare for the coming of our Saviour, He who is meek and humble of
heart. Then we are asked to eliminate all obstacles that we set against our union with the Lord: “Let every cliff become a plain, and the
ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed” – says Isaiah – “and all mankind shall see it” (40:4-5). These actions, however, must be performed with joy, because they are designed in preparation for the coming of Jesus. At home, when we await the visit
of a dear person, we prepare everything with care and gladness. In the same way, we want to prepare ourselves for the coming of the
Lord: to await him each day attentively, so as to be filled by his grace when he comes.
The Saviour whom we await is able to transform our life with his grace, with the power of the Holy Spirit, with the power of
love. The Holy Spirit, in fact, infuses our hearts with God’s love, the inexhaustible source of purification, of new life and freedom. being
attentive and being watchful are the conditions that allow God to permeate our existence, in order to restore meaning and value to it with
his presence full of goodness and tenderness.
May the Virgin Mary, who prepared for the coming of Christ with the totality of her existence, help us to follow her example
and may she guide our steps to the coming Lord.
(2017)https://www.thepopespeaks.com/popes-previous-homilies-for-2nd-sunday-of-advent/

Visit www.pbparish.ca to sign up for Christmas Mass. Christmas
Mass is dependent on the restrictions in place at that time.

The Archbishop has set aside December 12, the
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, as a dedicated
Day of Mercy. The purpose of this day is to allow
Catholics to recognize the need for, and availability
of, the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent.
The particular day itself will see vast opportunities
throughout the Archdiocese for people to get to Confession. At
Precious Blood Parish, confessions will be available at 9:30
am - 10:00 am and 4:00 pm - 4:25 pm subject to current restrictions being lifted.

Our PREP program is having a COAT
DRIVE on Sat, Dec 5, 10-11:30 AM & Wed,
Dec 9, 6:30-7:30 PM (during PREP night)
at the PARISH CENTRE. We are collecting new or gently worn
coats to give to Covenant House Vancouver to warm the
many children and adults in our community during this increasingly cold season. Thank you for your generous donations and
please call Karla Erickson, PREP Coordinator at 604-574-9623
if you have any questions about the coat drive.
**DUE TO LIMITED STORAGE SPACE AND COVID PROTOCOLS, DONATIONS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ON DATES
STATED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING.**

Our Hispanic Ministry needs your HELP! New or gently used toques & gloves in medium & large sizes are
needed to keep our migrant farm workers warm this winter. Please drop your donations at the VESTIBULE OF
THE CHURCH in a bin marked “FOR FARM WORKERS” by Friday, Dec 18.. Thank you for supporting the Hispanic Ministry at Precious Blood Parish

Father Paul invites all parishioners to send in a Christmas greeting to our parish community. Email a video or message that can
be posted on our website and/or Facebook Page. Let’s see each
other this Christmas VIRTUALLY!

Next time you visit the parish, see for yourself the new exit and walkway for Wee
Saints Before & After School care built to enhance our COVID protocols

It has been a very busy November at Cloverdale Catholic
School! I continue to be so proud of our students and staff for
their hard work and dedication in keeping everyone healthy
and safe. We continue using the gift of technology as a virtual community to celebrate masses and assemblies. This month:
¨ We had a beautiful Remembrance Day assembly led by our Grade 5
class.
¨ We celebrated Missions Week using the slogan “We Can!” We raised
money for the new school that is being built in Burkina Faso. We
dressed like saints, had a coin tower building competition, collected
recyclables, and made rosary bracelets to sell. Our students worked
so hard and were so passionate, and their efforts paid off- we raised
well over $2000 for the new school!
We are preparing for the season of advent, and look forward to the
coming of our Lord!
~ Clive Heah, CCS Principal ~
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Circle the number

In lieu of our annual Parish
Bazaar, please support our
online Christmas fundraising
event! Check out the Facebook event page:
https://fb.me/e/h1H7Jv1el
The event starts Saturday,
December 5 and ends on
Friday, December 18 at
midnight. All items were
donated to the parish. Some
are brand new and others are used. Look
through all pictures on
Facebook as we have
MANY amazing items for
sale!!! Two ways you can
pay and pick up your
items are pay by etransfers, cash and
cheque and porch pick
up from Lucia's home
with no contact. Or pick
up your items from the
parish office during business hours. Contact the
Parish office for more
details. Thank you :-)

K OF C GIFT
CARD PROGRAM
Call Earl @
604-576-6306
Or email @
ecoatta@telus.net

Thank you for
your support!

It is with the help and generosity of our volunteers and donors through
the Catholic community that Domestic Abuse Services OLGCS is able
to provide safe-shelter at Eva's House for survivors of domestic abuse.
Visit our Christmas Legacy Giving catalogue Nov 1- Dec16 to continue your support through this difficult year by . Give something lifechanging to a family this Christmas and receive a little something back
for a loved one. www.DomesticAbuseServices.ca/shop

This Advent & Christmas, we focus on Jesus Our Living Hope with blue lights.
Blue is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s colour & signifies trust &
confidence in God, purity, virginity, innocence and birth—
as well as solidarity with those grieving loss & hardships
this season due to COVID-19. Decorate your homes with BLUE LIGHTS
as a symbol of HOPE & SOLIDARITY. Find out more from the
Archdiocesan webpage at
rcav.org/Christmas/blue-lightcampaign

Today is the 2nd Sunday of
Advent. How many candles
are lit on the Advent
wreath?

John the Baptist was
sent by God to prepare the way for Jesus
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Register for the following online events
beholdvancouver.org/events
PRIESTLY ORDIANTION OF DEACON RICHARD CONLIN,
Fri, Dec 11, 7-8:45 pm live streamed from Holy Rosary Cathedral. All are invited to witness a young man fulfill his vocation to the priesthood. You will receive a code for access to the
live stream upon registration. Join in the novena to Our Lady of
Guadalupe for Richard beginning Dec 3. See website for details.
THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS, Thur, Dec 17, 5:30-7
pm on Zoom. This webinar geared towards re-orienting our
hearts to have the sentiments of the divine towards ourselves,
our family and suffering.

The people came to John
for baptism & say sorry for
their sins. Where did he
baptise them?

