IF YOUR BROTHER OR SISTER SINS AGAINST YOU
GO AND TELL HIM HIS FAULT BETWEEN YOU AND HIM
ALONE.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday’s Gospel passage offers us a lesson on forgiveness which does not deny wrongdoing, but recognizes that human beings, created in God’s image, are always greater than the evil they commit. Saint
Peter asks Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?” (v. 21). To Peter, forgiving the same person seven times already seemed the maximum possible. .

-

And perhaps to us it may already seem too much to do so twice. But Jesus answers, “I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy times seven” (v. 22), meaning always. You must always forgive. And he confirms this by telling the parable of the merciful king and the wicked servant, in which he shows the inconsistency of the man who was first forgiven and then refused to forgive. The king in the parable is a generous
man who, spurred by compassion, forgives an enormous debt “10,000 talents”: enormous to a servant who beseeches him. That
same servant, however, as soon as he meets another servant like himself who owes him 100 dinarii which is much less behaves
in a ruthless way and has him thrown in prison. The servant’s inconsistent behaviour is the same as ours when we refuse to forgive our brothers and sisters. Whereas the king in the parable is the image of God who loves us with a love that is so rich in mercy as to welcome us, love us and forgive us continuously.

-

-

Due to COVID-19 protocols,
please call the office
604.574.4363 before visiting.

-

-

From the time of our Baptism, God has forgiven us, releasing us from an intractable debt: original sin. But that is the first
time. Then, with boundless mercy, he forgives us all our faults as soon as we show even the least sign of repentance. This is
how God is: merciful.
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When we are tempted to close our heart to those who have offended us and tell us they are sorry, let us remember our
Heavenly Father’s words to the wicked servant: “I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” (vv. 32-33). Anyone who has experienced the joy, peace and inner
freedom which come from being forgiven should open him or herself up to the possibility of forgiving in turn. Jesus wished to introduce the teaching of this parable into the Our Father. He linked the forgiveness which we ask from God with the forgiveness
that we should accord our brothers and sisters: “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Mt 6:12).
God’s forgiveness is the symbol of his “overflowing” love for each of us. It is the love that leaves us free to distance ourselves, like the prodigal son, but which awaits our return every day. It is the resourceful love of the shepherd for the lost
sheep. It is the tenderness which welcomes each sinner who knocks at his door. The Heavenly Father, our Father is filled, is full
of love and he wants to offer it to us, but he cannot do so if we close our heart to love towards others.
May the Virgin Mary help us to become ever more aware of the gratuitousness and the greatness of the forgiveness received from God, to become merciful like him, Good Father, slow to anger and great in love.
(2014)https://www.thepopespeaks.com/popes-previous-homilies-for-23rd-sunday-of-the-year/

For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the
Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” (Ez.33:7)
This is the essence of stewardship - everything we have and
everything we are is a gift from God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts that God has given us,
especially our very own lives. Pray to God daily and ask Him how
He is calling you to live the life that He intended for you.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: sick & shut in; Norman Jansen, Debbie Davis, Mary Deguara, David Thiele, Leandro Rodino Jr., Delorus Lee,
Aurora Pereira, Dawn Epaarachchi, Gracie Formby, Jim O’Brien, Velma
Cronin, Silvia Gallagher, Helen Gaska, Bernadette Leclair, Mabel O’Donnell, Dario Dira, Carol Armstrong, Rejeanne Lajoie, George Blakey, Lily Gallant, Lucy Gallant, Carol LeBlanc, Corry Van Den Brand, Roy Gregory, Jenna
Faykosh, Artemio Abrogena, Sue Broerken, Roy MacLeod, Christopher Lasell, Norah Aucoin, Norma MacInnes, Margaret Mccreadie, Andrea Haley, Brenda
Curran, Fran & Maureen, Gary Hopper, Mary Hollman, Catharina Noble, Lori Beaulieu Smith, Angela Todo, Anna-Lisa Bailey, Rosa Santos, Susan Harasyn
McEvoy, Maximiliano O’Brien, Ney Antonio Villegas, Katherine, Berna Bradley, Polly Voon, Xenia Mallari, Carolyn, Peter Taillon, Ana Defrias, Richard Jones,
Barbara Taylor, Stan Begley, Ed & Eleanor Carrol, Ed Cosico, Joyce Krahnbel, Peter Scott & all sick & shut in of our parish & all in need of our prayers. May
our Lord sustain, comfort & heal them through faith.
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~ Karla,

~

-
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, our parishioner, was born in
Brunei but grew up in Vancouver. He recently completed a Bachelor of Science at SFU. He is a member of
Catholic Christian Outreach, CFC Youth for Christ,
Singles for Christ and Good Shepherd Street Ministry.
Gabe will begin his formation in the Spirituality Year at
the Seminary of Christ the King.
Please keep him and another young
man from our parish (entering Gr. 10 at
SCK) in your prayers.

Dear Precious Blood Parishioners,
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you as the new principal at Cloverdale Catholic
school. I have been a parishioner at Precious Blood Parish for the last seven years and my children have attended Cloverdale Catholic school. It has always been my intention to one day serve the school of the parish
that I belong to. I feel very blessed to have this opportunity to serve our families at Cloverdale Catholic school.
Having been a student, teacher, vice principal, principal and parent in our Catholic schools, my heart has and always will lie in Catholic education. I hope to continue the wonderful work that has happened here at the school since it opened in 1955. First and foremost, I see my role as a
principal to be that of a faith leader in our school community, ensuring a close working relationship between the parish and the school. The parish and school rely closely on each other to help with the formation of our young children, and as such, we must work together as one faith community. Please know that you are always welcome at our school, even if your children do not attend
Cloverdale Catholic School. I look forward with anticipation to starting my role as principal at Cloverdale Catholic school
and look forward to building many fruitful relationships within the parish community. I want to extend my gratitude to Mr.
Borkowski for his leadership of our school over the past 11 years, as well as to Fr. Paul and the Parish Education Committee for their faith in appointing me as the new principal at Cloverdale Catholic School.
In Christ,
Clive Heah, CCS Principal

Anyone interested to learn about our
Catholic faith or any baptized Catholic seeking the sacrament of Confirmation is encouraged to
contact the Parish Office. RCIA program will begin
on September 22, 7-8:15 pm in the Cenacle Room.
Proceeds benefit the Building Fund. If interested, come see and purchase them at
the Parish office.

-

-

A servant owed the king
a lot of money. He
asked for mercy and the
king forgave him everything.

On the weekend of Sep 26/27, we will have elections for
our Parish Education Committee. Members of the PEC
ensure and foster collaboration with the parish community and put into practice the Philosophy of Catholic Education as promulgated by the Archdiocese. This year,
we are electing 2 members and appointing 1 plus 1 for
the regional committee. Nominations are now open.
Any parishioner over 21 and not employed by the parish, school (CCS) or CISVA is eligible to run. If interested, call the parish office for more info or to obtain a
nomination form. Nominations close on Sep. 21 at 12
noon.

At first the servant was very nervous! How did
he feel when he was forgiven? Draw his face

When another man, who
owed a servant a small
amount of money, asked
for his mercy, what did the
servant do?

Register for the following online events
beholdvancouver.org/events

-

-

Catechist Online (Zoom Webinar) Training - This prepares
catechists to effectively teach the faith to children and enhances one’s own faith formation as an adult. Parents teaching the faith to their children are encouraged to avail of
this opportunity. Each course is independent and does not
require a pre-requisite. Classroom Planning: Mon, Sep 14,
6-8:30pm; Called to be a Catechist: Mon, Sep 21, 68:30pm; Forming Children in the Faith, Mon, Sep 28, 68:30pm.
Upper Room Conference 2020, live streamed on Sat, Sep
19, 9 am to 5 pm. Speakers are Dr. Mary Healy, Fr. John
Riccardo, Pete Burak, Matt Maher and Archbishop J. Michael
Miller. Join in to listen to the call of the Holy Spirit and respond to God’s call in our Archdiocese. This is your invitation
to see God move. Registration coming soon to
www.upperroomvancouver.com .

Follow the line to see where the servant sent the man

We must be ready to
forgive each other
from our hearts!

Six of the
are the same — which ones are
different? Circle their numbers

