IF ANYONE WANTS TO BE A FOLLOWER OF MINE,
LET HIM TAKE UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW ME.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today’s Gospel passage (above) is the continuation of last Sunday’s, which highlighted the profession of
faith of Peter, the “rock” upon which Jesus wishes to build his Church. Today, in stark contrast, Matthew
shows us the reaction of the same Peter when Jesus reveals to his disciples that He will have to suffer, be
killed, and rise again (cf. 21). Peter takes the Teacher aside and reproaches Him because this he says cannot happen to Him, to Christ. But Jesus, in turn, rebukes Peter with harsh words: ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ (v. 23). A moment before, the Apostle had been blessed by the Father, because he had received that revelation from
Him; he was a solid “rock” so that Jesus could build His community upon him; and immediately afterwards
he becomes an obstacle, a rock but not for building, a stumbling block on the Messiah’s path.
Jesus knows well that Peter and the others still have a long way to go to become his Apostles! At that point, the Teacher
turns to all those who were following Him, clearly presenting them the path to follow: ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let
him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me’ (v. 24).

-

Always, today too, the temptation is that of wanting to follow a Christ without the cross, on the contrary, of teaching God
which is the right path; like Peter: “No, no Lord! This shall never happen”. But Jesus reminds us that his way is the way of love,
and that there is no true love without self sacrifice.
-
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What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and
forfeit his life?”
(Matt 16:26)
St. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are what you
are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We often forget this
stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our time, talent, and
treasure to gain more of the world’s riches. We need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the values of the material
world.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: sick & shut in; Norman Jansen, Debbie Davis, Mary
Deguara, David Thiele, Leandro Rodino Jr., Delorus Lee,
Aurora Pereira, Dawn Epaarachchi, Gracie Formby, Jim O’Brien, Velma
Cronin, Silvia Gallagher, Helen Gaska, Bernadette Leclair,
Mabel O’Donnell, Dario Dira, Carol Armstrong, Rejeanne Lajoie, George Blakey, Lily Gallant, Lucy Gallant, Carol LeBlanc, Corry Van Den
Brand, Roy Gregory, Jenna Faykosh, Artemio Abrogena, Sue Broerken, Roy MacLeod, Christopher Lasell, Norah Aucoin, Norma MacInnes,
Margaret Mccreadie, Andrea Haley, Brenda Curran, Fran & Maureen, Gary Hopper, Mary Hollman, Catharina Noble, Lori Beaulieu Smith,
Angela Todo, Anna-Lisa Bailey, Rosa Santos, Susan Harasyn McEvoy, Maximiliano O’Brien, Ney Antonio Villegas, Katherine, Berna Bradley,
Polly Voon, Xenia Mallari, Carolyn, Peter Taillon, Ana Defrias, Richard Jones, Barbara Taylor, Stan Begley, Ed & Eleanor Carrol, Ed Cosico,
Joyce Krahnbel, Peter Scott & all sick & shut in of our parish & all in need of our prayers. May our Lord sustain, comfort & heal them through
faith.

We are called to not let ourselves be absorbed by the vision of this world, but to be ever more aware of the need and of the
effort for we Christians to walk against the current and uphill. Jesus completes his proposal with words that express a great and
ever valid wisdom, because they challenge the egocentric mentality and behaviour. He exhorts: For anyone who wants to save
his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it (v. 25). This paradox contains the golden rule that God
inscribed in the human nature created in Christ: the rule that only love gives meaning and happiness to life. To spend one’s own
talents, one’s energy and one’s time only to save, protect and fulfil oneself, in reality leads to losing oneself, i.e. to a sad and barren existence. Instead let us live for the Lord and base our life on love, as Jesus did: we will be able to savor authentic joy, and
our life will not be barren; it will be fruitful.
In the Eucharistic celebration we relive the mystery of the Cross; we not only remember, but we commemorate the redeeming Sacrifice in which the Son of God completely loses Himself so as to be received anew by the Father and thus find us again,
we who were lost, together with all creatures. Each time we take part in the Holy Mass, the love of the crucified and Risen Christ
is conveyed to us as food and drink, so that we may follow Him on the daily path, in concrete service to our brothers and sisters.
May Mary Most Holy, who followed Jesus up to Calvary, accompany us too and help us not to be afraid of the
cross, but with Jesus nailed [to it], not a cross without Jesus, the Cross with Jesus, which is the cross of suffering for
love of God and of our brothers and sisters, because this suffering, by the grace of Christ, bears the fruit of resurrection.
(2017)https://www.thepopespeaks.com/popes-previous-homilies-for-22nd-sunday-of-the-year/
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Congratulations to our 1st Communicants who received the sacrament on
August 22

Katarina Dianne Banovich, Fatima Hierro Rubio, Davis Kaura Steiger & Matteo Peter Verrelli
-

~ Karla ~

Anyone interested to learn about our Catholic faith or any baptized Catholic seeking the sacrament of Confirmation is encouraged to contact the Parish Office. RCIA program will begin on September 22, 7-8:15
pm in the Cenacle Room.

Jesus told the disciples
that he would suffer and die
& they were sad & afraid.

Jesus told Peter that we must
do things God’s way, even if
sometimes that is hard!

Thank you to all ! Our CLOTHING
DRIVE earned $1,495.00

at the Parish Office. The icons below were donated and proceeds of their sale benefit the Building Fund. If interested, come
see and purchase them at the Parish office.

Write the 1st letter of each picture clue to find out which
disciple wanted to keep Jesus from harm.

A place to ask questions, connect with others
and discover more of God. An initiative by the
Archdiocese of Vancouver. Register for the following online events

Find the numbered letters in the puzzle & copy them into the
squares with the same number.

beholdvancouver.org/events

-

-

Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil Live Stream, Sat, Sep 5, 9
am @ www.assumptionofmary.ca. Join your voice in prayer on the first Saturdays of each month for a new culture of
life.
The Catholic Faith in Plain English Free online Course
starting Sep 6, for 36 weeks. Presented by Fr. Vincent
Hawkswell & Maureen Creelman, this course is suitable for
all adult learners, Catholics & non-Catholics alike.
Free Estate & Memorial Planning Webinar, Tues, Sep 17,
10—11 am. Presented by Gardens of Gethsemani, this will
provide general information for preparing or updating your
will, learning about the beauty of the funeral rite & formulating pre-need arrangements.
Upper Room Conference 2020, live streamed on Sat, Sep
19, 9 am to 5 pm. Hear from incredible speakers. Connect
with other disciples and gain insight and resources on how to
live out your missional call in your home and community.
There will be times for worship, prayer & community. Speakers are Dr. Mary Healy, Fr. John Riccardo, Pete Burak, Matt
Maher and Archbishop J. Michael Miller. Join in to listen to
the call of the Holy Spirit and respond to God’s call in our
Archdiocese. This is your invitation to see God move. Registration coming soon to www.upperroomvancouver.com .

Jesus said, “Take up your
cross and follow me.”

