BUT WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?
YOU ARE THE CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
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Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?”
(Rom 11:35)
St. Paul reminds us of a central fact of stewardship. We cannot
give the Lord anything - God already owns it all. God made everything. All we can do is return a portion of God’s many gifts back to
Him. Sincere gratitude for our gifts opens our hearts to joyful generosity! Through your generous sharing, you just may be the answer to
someone’s prayer.
@ 2020 Archdiocese of St. Louis

PLEASE PRAY FOR: sick & shut in; Norman Jansen, Debbie
Davis, Mary Deguara, David Thiele, Leandro Rodino Jr., Delorus
Lee, Aurora Pereira, Dawn Epaarachchi, Gracie Formby, Jim O’Brien,
Velma Cronin, Silvia Gallagher, Helen Gaska, Bernadette Leclair, Mabel
O’Donnell, Dario Dira, Carol Armstrong, Rejeanne Lajoie, George Blakey, Lily Gallant, Lucy Gallant, Carol LeBlanc, Corry Van Den Brand, Roy Gregory,
Jenna Faykosh, Artemio Abrogena, Sue Broerken, Roy MacLeod, Christopher Lasell, Norah Aucoin, Norma MacInnes, Margaret Mccreadie, Andrea Haley, Brenda Curran, Fran & Maureen, Gary Hopper, Mary Hollman, Catharina Noble, Lori Beaulieu Smith, Angela Todo, Anna-Lisa Bailey, Rosa Santos,
Susan Harasyn McEvoy, Maximiliano O’Brien, Ney Antonio Villegas, Katherine, Berna Bradley, Polly Voon, Xenia Mallari, Carolyn, Peter Taillon, Ana
Defrias, Richard Jones, Barbara Taylor, Stan Begley, Ed & Eleanor Carrol, Ed Cosico, Joyce Krahnbel, Peter Scott & all sick & shut in of our parish & all
in need of our prayers. May our Lord sustain, comfort & heal them through faith.

This Sunday’s Gospel takes us back to a key juncture along Jesus’ journey with his disciples: the moment in
which he wants to assess the extent of their faith in him. First, he wants to know what the people think of
him; and the people think that Jesus is a prophet, which is true, but they do not grasp the centrality of his
Person; they do not understand the centrality of his mission. Then he asks the disciples the question closest
to his heart, that is, he asks them directly: “But who do you say that I am?” (v. 15). And with that ‘but’ Jesus
firmly separates the Apostles from the multitudes, as if to say: but you, who are with me every day and know
me personally, what more have you understood? The Master expects from his own a lofty response different from that of public opinion. And indeed, such an answer gushes forth from the heart of Simon, called
Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16). Simon Peter finds on his lips words greater
than he, words that do not spring from his natural faculties. Perhaps he did not attend elementary school, and [yet] he is capable
of saying these words, stronger than he! But they are inspired by the Heavenly Father (cf. v. 17), who reveals Jesus’ true identity
to the first of the Twelve: he is the Messiah, the Son sent by God to save mankind. And from this answer, Jesus understands
that, thanks to the faith given by the Father, there is a solid foundation upon which he can build his community, his Church. Thus,
he says to Simon: You, Simon, “you are Peter” — that is, stone, rock — “and on this rock I will build my Church” (v. 18).
With us too, today, Jesus wants to continue building his Church, this house with solid foundations but where cracks are not
lacking, and which is in constant need of repair. Always. The Church always needs to be reformed, repaired. We certainly do
not feel like rocks, but only like small stones. However, no small stone is useless; indeed, in Jesus’ hands the smallest stone becomes precious, because he picks it up, gazes at it with great tenderness, fashions it with his Spirit, and positions it in the right
place that he had always had in mind and where it can be more useful to the whole structure. Each of us is a small stone, but in
Jesus’ hands participates in the building of the Church. And all of us, as small as we are, are rendered “living stones” because
when Jesus takes his stone in hand, he makes it his own; he infuses it with life, full of life, full of life from the Holy Spirit, full of life
from his love. And thus we have a place and a mission in the Church: she is a community of life, made up of very many stones,
all different, which form a single edifice as a sign of fraternity and communion.
Moreover, today’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus also wanted Peter as a visible centre of communion for his Church — he
too, is not a great stone; he is a small stone, but taken up by Jesus, he becomes the centre of communion — in Peter and in
those who would succeed him in the same responsibility of primacy, who since the beginning have been identified as the Bishops
of Rome, the city where Peter and Paul bore witness in blood.
Let us entrust ourselves to Mary, Queen of the Apostles, Mother of the Church. She was in the Upper Room next to Peter when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles and spurred them to go out to proclaim to all that Jesus is
Lord. Today may our Mother sustain us and accompany us through her intercession, so that we may fully realize that
unity and that communion for which Christ and the Apostles prayed and gave their lives.
(2017)https://www.thepopespeaks.com/popes-previous-homilies-for-21st-sunday-of-the-year/
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Congratulations to the Newly Baptized
Dominic Sawchuck, Ziram Jeff Amada, Oden Clinton Edward Fontaine, Eric & Carmen Chan, Aimee Zou, Matteo De Guzman, Eliza Rose Tongos Viernes, Mia Jacqueline Concepcion, Nathalia Ysabel Unabia, Alya Martoni Soliven
Married at Precious Blood (January to August 2020)
Marie Irene Roy & Brandon Burian, Kathleen Judith Marie Berg & Paul Edward Fontaine, Sarah Melo Costa & Michael
Jonathan Shaw, Yolanda Chantelle Lehwald & (Grand Knight) Anthony de Guzman
We Remember those who have gone before ...
(Funerals celebrated at Precious Blood)
Cynthia Apacible, Sean Joseph Keiger, Marie-Eliese Byrka, Miu Ying Ng, Kwong Ming Lee, Pen Yun Ivy Chen, Ana Rosario
Dominguez Peña, Mary Kennedy, Robert (Bob) Weber

Find these words in the puzzle and circle them.

Dear fellow parishioners,
I would like to extend my deep gratitude to all of you for your
support in my missionary work with NET Ministries Ireland!
Through your incredible generosity I have now reached my fundraising goal! It has been a long journey up to this point, but God
has definitely worked through the process and used all of my
partners to reveal His glory and generous Fatherhood. I am very blessed to have reached
this goal before leaving, and am really excited
to begin ministry!
Be assured of my ongoing prayers for you,
and please keep me and this mission in yours!
In Christ, Gemma Nootebos

Anyone interested to learn about our Catholic faith or any baptized Catholic seeking the
sacrament of Confirmation is encouraged to contact the
Parish Office. RCIA program will begin in September.

-

-

Only Peter knew who
Jesus really was. Do
you know too?

Jesus told Peter that he would
have the ‘keys to the kingdom
of heaven’ (Matt 16:19)

A place to ask questions, connect with others
and discover more of God. An initiative by the
Archdiocese of Vancouver. Register for the following online events

Which of these keys match? Write the letters of
the matching keys on the lines below.

The Marriage Course, 7-course webinar every Thurs
from Aug 13-Sep 24, 7:30-9 pm. Discover how to love
each other better and grow & thrive as a couple to build a
more joyful family.
Upper Room Conference 2020, live streamed on Sat,
Sep 19, 9 am to 5 pm. Hear from incredible speakers.
Connect with other disciples and gain insight and resources on how to live out your missional call in your
home and community. There will be times for worship,
prayer & community. Speakers are Dr. Mary Healy, Fr.
John Riccardo, Pete Burak, Matt Maher and Archbishop
J. Michael Miller. Join in to listen to the call of the Holy
Spirit and respond to God’s call in our Archdiocese. This
is your invitation to see God move. Registration coming
soon to www.upperroomvancouver.com .

The Archdiocese has received multiple reports from parishioners and
priests who have fallen victim to a recent Internet email phishing scam.
Imposters, posing as priests and using email addresses that are similar
to those of our priests, have been emailing people asking for personal
donations, gift cards, and other forms of financial assistance. Never
respond to emails requesting gift cards or any other form of personal
financial assistance. If you have any doubt, contact your parish office.

“Peter, you are the rock on
which I will build my Church.’

