THERE IS NO NEED FOR THEM TO GO
GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO EAT YOURSELVES
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This Sunday, the Gospel presents to us the miracle of the multiplication of loaves and fish. Jesus performed it along the Lake of Galilee, in a deserted place where he had withdrawn with his disciples after
learning of the death of John the Baptist. But many people followed them and joined them there; and upon
seeing them, Jesus felt compassion and healed their sick until the evening. And seeing the late hour, the
disciples became concerned and suggested that Jesus send the crowd away so they could go into the villages and buy food to eat. But Jesus calmly replied: “You give them something to eat” (Mt 14:16); and he
asked them to bring five loaves and two fish, blessed them, began to break them and give them to the disciples, who distributed them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and there were even leftovers!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: sick & shut in; Norman Jansen, Debbie Davis, Mary Deguara, David Thiele, Leandro Rodino Jr., Delorus Lee, Aurora Pereira, Dawn
Epaarachchi, Gracie Formby, Jim O’Brien, Velma Cronin, Silvia Gallagher, Helen Gaska,
Bernadette Leclair, Mabel O’Donnell, Dario Dira, Carol Armstrong, Rejeanne Lajoie,
George Blakey, Lily Gallant, Lucy Gallant, Carol LeBlanc, Corry Van Den Brand, Roy
Gregory, Jenna Faykosh, Artemio Abrogena, Sue Broerken, Roy MacLeod, Christopher
Lasell, Norah Aucoin, Norma MacInnes, Margaret Mccreadie, Andrea Haley, Brenda
Curran, Fran & Maureen, Gary Hopper, Mary Hollman, Catharina Noble, Lori Beaulieu Smith, Angela Todo, Anna-Lisa Bailey, Rosa Santos, Susan Harasyn McEvoy, Maximiliano O’Brien, Ney Antonio Villegas, Katherine, Berna Bradley, Polly Voon, Xenia Mallari, Carolyn, Peter Taillon, Ana Defrias, Richard Jones, Barbara Taylor, Stan Begley, Ed & Eleanor Carrol & all
sick & shut in of our parish & all in need of our prayers. May our Lord sustain, comfort & heal them through faith.

The first is compassion. In facing the crowd who follows him and – so to speak – “won’t leave him alone”, Jesus does
not react with irritation; he does not say: “These people are bothering me”. No, no. He reacts with a feeling of compassion,
because he knows they are not seeking him out of curiosity but out of need. But attention: compassion – which Jesus feels –
is not simply feeling pity; it’s more! It means to suffer with, in other words to empathize with the suffering of another, to the
point of taking it upon oneself. Jesus is like this: he suffers together with us, he suffers with us, he suffers for us. And the sign
of this compassion is the healing of countless people he performed. Jesus teaches us to place the needs of the poor before
our own. Our needs, even if legitimate, are not as urgent as those of the poor, who lack the basic necessities of life. We often
speak of the poor. But when we speak of the poor, do we sense that this man or that woman or those children lack the bare
necessities of life? That they have no food, they have no clothing, they cannot afford medicine.. Also that the children do not
have the means to attend school. Whereas our needs, although legitimate, are not as urgent as those of the poor who lack
life’s basic necessities.
The second message is sharing. The first is compassion, which Jesus felt, and the second is sharing. It’s helpful to
compare the reaction of the disciples with regard to the tired and hungry people, with that of Jesus. They are different. The
disciples think it would be better to send them away so they can go and buy food. Jesus instead says: “you give them something to eat”. Two different reactions, which reflect two contrasting outlooks: the disciples reason with worldly logic, by which
each person must think of himself; they reason as if to say: “Sort it out for yourselves”. Jesus reasons with God’s logic, which
is that of sharing. How many times we turn away so as not to see our brothers in need! And this looking away is a polite way to
say, with white gloves, “Sort it out for yourselves”. And this is not Jesus’ way: this is selfishness. Had he sent away the
crowds, many people would have been left with nothing to eat. Instead those few loaves and fish, shared and blessed by God,
were enough for everyone. And pay heed! It isn’t magic, it’s a “sign”: a sign that calls for faith in God, provident Father, who
does not let us go without “our daily bread”, if we know how to share it as brothers.
Compassion, sharing. And the third message: the miracle of the loaves foreshadows the Eucharist. It is seen in the gesture of Jesus who, before breaking and distributing the loaves, “blessed” them (Mt 14:19). It is the same gesture that Jesus
was to make at the Last Supper, when he established the perpetual memorial of his Redeeming Sacrifice. In the Eucharist
Jesus does not give just any bread, but the bread of eternal life, he gives Himself, offering Himself to the Father out of love for
us. But we must go to the Eucharist with those sentiments of Jesus, which are compassion and the will to share. One who
goes to the Eucharist without having compassion for the needy and without sharing, is not at ease with Jesus.
Compassion, sharing, Eucharist. This is the path that Jesus points out to us in this Gospel. A path which brings us to
face the needs of this world with fraternity, but which leads us beyond this world, because it comes from God the Father and
returns to Him.
May the Virgin Mary, Mother of Divine Providence, accompany us on this journey.
(2014) https://www.thepopespeaks.com/popes-previous-homilies-for-18th-sunday-of-the-year/

The moment we’ve all been waiting for... The PB Clothing Drive is back!!!

Friday, August 7 to Monday, August 10
Start collecting all your unwanted clean USEABLE clothes, shoes, belts,
bags, towels, beddings, curtains, any household textiles and soft toys in a
garbage bag. **No soiled, oiled, torn, unusable or damaged materials please!**
Your donations will be resold to in turn raise funds for other organizations.

Unfortunately rugs or luggage are no longer accepted .
A row of special collection bins located at the parish centre parking lot will be
available for your donations. Bins will be picked up on August 10 at 4:00 pm.

All proceeds will go towards the Parish Building Fund.
Thank you for your donations and support!
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How many people
can you fit in this
picture?

Anyone who is interested to learn about our Catholic faith or
any baptized Catholic seeking the sacrament of Confirmation
is encouraged to contact the Parish Office. RCIA program
will begin in September.
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A large crowd
followed Jesus
to a lonely place.

Jesus told his disciples to
feed the people, but they
only had 5 loaves & 2 fish.

Give the
disciples
worriedlooking
faces.
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A place to ask questions, connect with others
and discover more of God. An initiative by
the Archdiocese of Vancouver. Register for
the following online events

beholdvancouver.org/events

Bring the excitement and fun that kids love
about Cat.Chat to your home. The new Cat.Chat At Home
VBS has the perfect balance between video and music, plus
in-person games and activities. Order here
Keep the faith alive at home.
Pandemic, poverty, loneliness, and sin is crushing
our world like never before in history! With contrite
and humble hearts, let us set apart 21 days to seek the Lord, with people from around the globe, for a new Pentecost. Listen to the Spirit's call
and sign up for 'Daniel Fasting', starting on August 1, 2020, a Shalom
Ministry initiative. Shalom Media is a Catholic ministry that works with
the church to evangelize those who do not know Christ and strengthen
those who are in Christ through all means of media. Fr. Roy Palatty CMI
(Spiritual Director, Shalom Media) will be leading this initiative. Registration is free. For more details visit shalommedia.org/danielfasting

Journey 101 Online Zoom Course, every Tues from Jul
28-Sep 1, 6-8 pm. This course helps people identify aspects of their lives that interfere in their relationships with
God and others. Spend time in worship, teachings, personal stories and confidential small groups for honest
sharing and prayer.

There was no need to
worry. What did Jesus
do next?

Write the first letter of
each picture in the boxes.

Have a Talk of a Lifetime Zoom webinar, Tue, Aug 4, 10
am. This is an awareness and education initiative to help
families have important conversations to discuss the things
that matter most and how a person’s life story can be remembered and honoured in a meaning ful way.
ARISE! Grade 8 Summer Virtual Retreat, Fri, Aug 7, 7-9
pm & Sat, Aug 8, 10am-4:30pm. The purpose of this retreat is to lead young people into a deeper understanding
and relationship with Jesus Christ through praying, sharing
stories, talks and spending time with old and new friends.
The Marriage Course, 7-course webinar every Thurs
from Aug 13-Sep 24, 7:30-9 pm. Discover how to love
each other better and grow & thrive as a couple to build a
more joyful family.

The crowd had plenty to eat and some
left over!

How many baskets of scraps can you see?
Colour the number.

